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66/67. Tenth anniversary of the International Year of Volunteers

The General Assemhly

Recallingits resolution 63/153 of 18 December 2008 on thkofv-up to the
implementation of the International Year of Voluatse and the commemoration of
its tenth anniversary,

Noting that the momentum created by the Internationalr Yees contributed to
the vibrancy of volunteerism globally with the invement of more people, from a
broader cross-section of societies,

Recognizingthat volunteerism is an important component of &atyategy
aimed at, inter alia, such areas as poverty redaoctisustainable development,
health, youth empowerment, climate change, disastevention and management,
social integration, humanitarian action, peacelinddand, in particular, overcoming
social exclusion and discrimination,

Acknowledgingthe existing contribution of the organizations thie United
Nations system in support of volunteering, espégidhe work of the United
Nations Volunteers programme around the world, awknowledging also the
efforts of the International Federation of Red Gr@nd Red Crescent Societies to
promote volunteerism throughout its global network,

Bearing in mindthe need for an integrated and coordinated follgwto the
International Year to be pursued in the relevantgaf the United Nations system,

1. Welcomesthe successful observance of the tenth anniversdryhe
International Year of Volunteers in 2011, and aleelcomes the growth and
development of volunteerism since the Internatiovesdr, in 2001;

2.  Acknowledgeghat the tenth anniversary has provided the opmity
and impetus for an increased and unprecedentedl lefvecollaboration among
Governments, the United Nations system, civil sbgi@rivate sector partners and
people from a broad cross-section of societiesoadlr the world, and reaffirms the
need for further efforts to achieve the goals d&f thternational Year in the areas of
the recognition, facilitation, networking and protiom of volunteerism worldwide;
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3.  Commendghe contributions from national and internatiowalunteers
for their fundamental role in disaster preventiondarecovery, most recently
evidenced by their performance in the aftermathnafural catastrophes in many
parts of the world, such as mass landslides anddBoin south-eastern Brazil and
the devastating earthquake that struck easternnJiaplslarch 2011;

4. Also commendghe increasing link between volunteerism and sport
which, through the invaluable contributions of wait&l and international volunteers
to the preparation and organization of major spménts such as the Olympic and
the Paralympic Games, contributes to the promotibthe ideal of peace;

5. Recognizes the valuable contribution of volunteering, incladi
traditional forms of mutual aid and self-help antther forms of civic participation,
to social and economic development, thus benefidngiety at large, communities
and volunteer networks;

6. EncouragesMember States to support the setting-up of knogéednd
information platforms, as well as focal points k¢ tinternational, regional, national
and local levels, in order to foster the sharingre$ources and good practices of
volunteerism that could be adapted, implementeglicated and scaled up on a
sustained basis;

7. EncouragesMember States and volunteers to take appropritgpssto
enhance the protection of volunteers, and also erages the adoption of good
practices in the promotion and management of va@ersm;

8. Reaffirmsthe need to recognize and promote all forms otimtderism in
order to engage and benefit all segments of socieiuding women, children,
young persons, older persons, persons with digas]i minorities, migrants and
those who remain excluded for social or economéasoss;

9. Acknowledgesthe importance of civil society organizations thet
promotion of volunteerism, and in that respect gtaes that strengthening the
dialogue and interaction among Member States, thigeld Nations and civil society
contributes to the expansion of volunteerism;

10. Takes notethat volunteerism contributes to human developmemd
invites Governments to integrate volunteering mofdly into peace and
development programmes and initiatives, which offpportunities to build strong
and cohesive volunteer coalitions around sharedsgatathe local, national, regional
and international levels;

11. Also takes noteof the actions taken by Governments to support and
promote volunteerism, and reiterates its call ugwem to continue such action;

12. Calls uponthe relevant organizations and bodies of the Uhitations
system to further recognize and integrate voluriseerin its various forms into their
policies, programmes and reports, recognizes th&ritnutions of volunteers and
volunteer organizations, and encourages their @agdtion in future United Nations
and other relevant international conferences;

13. Recognizesthe importance of further involving all relevanarpners,
including civil society, and facilitating their codination and cooperation towards
creating an enabling environment where individualsn engage in volunteer
activities and promoting the well-being of voluntgeewelcomes in this regard the
expanding involvement of the private sector in suppof volunteerism, and
encourages its further engagement through the estparof corporate volunteering
and employee volunteer activities;
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14. Welcomeghe work of the United Nations Volunteers as toeal point
for the tenth anniversary of the International Yearsupport of Member States,
including by co-hosting regional consultations fdre tenth anniversary of the
International Year, held in Quito, Ankara, Manilamda Dakar, preparatory to the
Global Volunteer Conference co-hosted with the in#&tional Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, held in Buddpast 15 to 17 September 2011,
as well as the Department of Public Information/N®@avernmental Organizations
Conference, held in Bonn, Germany, from 3 to 5 8eyiter 2011, and requests the
United Nations Volunteers to continue their effort8 promote volunteerism,
including through the mobilization of national aimdernational volunteers and the
development of newer and innovative recruitment aliiies such as online
volunteering;

15. Emphasizesthat people-to-people relations are the core vahfe
volunteerism, and encourages further efforts toldwand strengthen networks
among volunteers and all relevant partners at #teonal, regional and international
levels, including the World Volunteer Web as a glbhetworking hub;

16. Welcomes the active engagement of national committees and
coordinating bodies in the promotion of the tentinizersary of the International
Year, and emphasizes the importance of further eacing this global network for
building their partnership and sharing experienaed good practices;

17. Recognizesthe need to further strengthen the link betweemelstic
volunteers and international volunteer-sending orgations in order to facilitate
the globalization of volunteer opportunities;

18. Emphasizes the important contribution of volunteering to the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goalsd aalls for a people-centred,
holistic approach to the promotion of volunteering;

19. Also emphasizegshe important contribution of volunteering and the
participation of individuals and communities to tlehievement of sustainable
development and related initiatives;

20. Further emphasizeshat volunteerism offers valuable opportunities fo
youth engagement and leadership to contribute éodd#velopment of peaceful and
inclusive societies, while also allowing youth toqaire skills, build their capacities
and increase their employability;

21. RequestsGovernments and the United Nations system to wodether
with other volunteer-involving organizations to fopt efforts to enhance the
security and protection of volunteers;

22. Encouragesthe preparedness of volunteer-involving organmasi and
volunteers for respecting national and local noans customs in performing their
responsibilities;

23. Decidesthat two plenary meetings devoted to the follow-tgp the
International Year and the commemoration of itstheanniversary shall be held as
follows:

(&) At the opening of the plenary meeting to be held 10 a.m. on
5 December 2011, statements will be made by thesi®eat of the General
Assembly, the Secretary-General, the chairs of five regional groups, the
representative of the host country and the Exeeut@oordinator of the United
Nations Volunteers;
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(b) Following the opening of the plenary meetingse flaunch of the first
State of theWorld’s Volunteerism Repottwill be held until 1 p.m., with the
participation of the Administrator of the United fitsns Development Programme,
the chief author of the report and two selectedtéhiNations Volunteers;

(c) At the plenary meeting to be held from 3 p.m.6t@.m., statements will
be made by Member States and those with a stanidivigation to participate as
observers in the sessions and the work of the Géressembly?

24. Looks forwardto a full report on the marking of the tenth arerisary of
the International Year, as well as recommendatimnfurther integrate volunteering
in peace and development during the next decadebaydnd, bearing in mind the
request to the Secretary-General to report onghigect to the General Assembly at
its sixty-seventh session under the item entiti8dcial development”.

73rd plenary meeting
5 December 2011
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